JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY
selecting a staff of Professors suitable for this purpose. Among the earlier Professors were Henry Rowland, the great spectroscopist, whose investigations with diffraction gratings made in Johns Hopkins laboratory started a new era in spectroscopy ; he spent most of the later years of his life in inventing and developing a printing telegraph, one which, like many now in use, would print the message as it was received (in this he was before his time and I am afraid did not gain much by it) ; Ira Remsen, Professor of Chemistry, who later became President; G. L. Gildersleeve, Professor of Greek.
Among the early students was Woodrow Wilson, subsequently President of the United States, who studied history for a year.
The new university had to fight against several disadvantages. Johns Hopkins had not been a popular citizen and people were reluctant to give money to a university called after him : again, most of the professors and students were northerners while Baltimore was distinctly southern, and in 1876 the feeling aroused by the war was still strong enough to make them unpopular. Indeed, though Johns Hopkins has been the pioneer of the " Research University " not only in the United States but in the world, it has never received, as it deserved to receive, benefactions comparable with those received by some other American universities. It now, I believe, does admit undergraduates, and by the aid of the State has been able to obtain adequate buildings on a fine site. I believe that when Johns Hopkins University first applied to the State for a grant, their representative (a Professor) had to go before a committee of town councillors. One town councillor was very anxious to find out how many hours a day a Professor spent in teaching, and asked the Professor 169